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plan for future reconstruction. Religious fanaticism has
played a large part in the history of the Empire and has
by no means ceased and must be reckoned with. The
leading religious divisions have, of course, been Moslems,
Christians, and Jews, but these have been subdivided
into numerous sects which have been far from peaceful
in their relations to each other and have led to serious
political complications and often to bloody conflicts.

The Moslems naturally claim consideration first as
being the most numerous and the ruling class. The Otto-
mans accepted the Moslem faith before they came to
power and have, from the first, held to the doctrine of
the Sunnis, or the traditional faith generally regarded
as orthodox. They accept the Koran as authoritative
and also the traditional legislation of Mohammed and
the early khalif s which are the basis of civil as well as
ecclesiastical law. Hence their system of government
has been, in effect, a theocracy; the sultan, at least since
the time of Selim, being head of both Church and State,
as were the khalif s from the beginning. JBut a large body
of the Moslems of the Empire have been loath to acknowl-
edge the right of the sultan to the khalifate which they
claim belongs of right to the Arabs. The latter have
generally acquiesced as they were unable to resist suc-
cessfully, but the Wahabi revolt in the 18th century and
various uprisings in Arabia have manifested their dis-
content. The Shias and Druses have also resisted Otto-
man rule and have submitted only to force.

The Shia sect is the largest and most important of the
sects of Islam which are regarded as heretical by the
orthodox. Their origin goes back to the early days of the
khalifate. It arose when Ali, the husband of Fatima,
Mohammed ?s daughter, was chosen Khalif. His election
was regarded as invalid by a strong party and a conflict
ensued in which Ali lost his life by assassination and
the Ommiad dynasty was established on the throne. But